Stuttgart: Georg Thieme 1963
This monograph gives a useful account of clinical and experimental observations on the various aspects of diabetic neuropathy. Apart from a few references to classical work of the last century, the author has limited his choice of bibliography, of over 250 references, to work ofrecent origin which are very germane to the subject.
The book is in part based on observations of patients seen in Dr Bischoff's neurological clinic, but the text is in the main made up of a detailed review of the literature.
This work will be of value to the English reader as a good source book for references on this topic since it covers clinical experimental and pathological approaches to the disease. The clinical section is extensive and discusses many of the more unusual abnormalities that are occasionally seen in diabetics. The format of the book is good and illustrations, photographs and tables are well laid out and clearly reproduced. This monograph contains a great deal of information upon the structure and function of normal and abnormal blood vessels. It will be useful to investigators in the divisions of the vascular field from which its fifteen authors have been selected. The work makes no pretence at being comprehensive, but achieves a remarkable breadth and depth of clearly-presented material. A useful list of references follows each chapter.
All the authors are from the United States and although the work is published under the auspices of the International Academy of Pathology, references to English and particularly to continental studies seem rather sparse.
Clinicians wishing to brush up their knowledge of advances in the pathology of vascular disease will be rewarded by the chapters on purpura by Mescon and Quintiliani and by Leon Sokoloff's account of the collagen diseases. The experimental pathologist will find accounts of immunological factors in peripheral vascular disease by Cochrane and on small vessel thrombosis by McKay and Hardaway. Other chapters deal with metabolic, nutritional and hormonal factors (by Hass and Floyd Skelton). There is a masterly short review of the physiology of the local control of vascular flow by Francis Haddy. There is also a good account by Don Fawcett of the submicroscopic structure of various types of capillary, in which exchange across the capiUary wall is discussed in the context of electron microscopic studies. Indeed, throughout this excellent monograph current methods of investigation and research are emphasized.
MARTIN BIRNSTINGL
Value for Money in Medicine by John and Sylvia Jewkes ppviii+61 6s6d Oxford: Basil Blackwell 1963 The authors have attempted in the form of an essay to examine the premise: 'that increased expenditure on health services would be sound economic investment because it would increase production and because, by reducing ill health, it would decrease the cost of medical services'. After reading the essay, however, it was not clear to me whether any case had been made out, either to support this contention or to disagree with it.
Much of the essay is devoted to technical and somewhat theoretical discussions regarding ab1 sence from work, increased length of life, and medical costs, and nothing very conclusive arises from these. The essay contains a chapter dealing with medical research which seems to me to be singularly out of place, particularly the section relating to the private drug companies. Many of the concluding speculations do not appear to have any bearing on the original premise, and offer nothing new to what has already been written.
It may well be that, as the price on the cover of the book is quoted in dollars as well as shiUings, it is intended to fortify the antagonists of state health in the United States. The present volume, however, justifies itself reasonably well. It has appeared in a pleasing format some six months after the symposium and
